Contrast-enhanced computed tomography of the gallbladder in acute pancreatitis.
The gallbladder findings encountered in 59 patients examined because of a first attack of acute, alcohol-induced pancreatitis, are reported. Abdominal contrast-enhanced computed tomography was technically acceptable in 54 patients. In 85% of the patients the gallbladder finding was pathological. The density increase in the gallbladder contents was more than twice normal. Possible reasons for this phenomenon are discussed. Intense contrast enhancement of the gallbladder wall was found in 87% of the cases. Increased wall thickness was observed in 64% of the patients.